
Superintendent Dr. Kriner Cash’s School Reopening Update 8-31-21 
School #61 and School #95 
 
Today, I conducted school readiness visits at the Arthur O. Eve School of Distinction 
#61 and Waterfront School #95 with our Medical Director, Pediatrician Dr. Dennis Kuo.  
We were joined by Chief of School Operations Dr. Casandra Wright and Chief of Student 
Support Services Dr. Tonja Williams. 
 
School #61 Principal Nathaniel Barnes told us that he is expecting all of his 270 
students in 22 classrooms on September 8.  There will be 2 entrances for students/staff 
each morning with thermal scanners, along with a health questionnaire that will go 
home with students each night, to be returned the next day. 
 

 
 
Teachers have set up their classrooms in creative ways within CDC guidelines for 
maximum safety and ease of daily in-school routine.  Dr. Kuo checked desk and chair 
placement for minimizing the transmission of Covid as well as reducing the number of 
students who would need to quarantine should a classmate within a certain proximity 
test positive.  Dr. Kuo was pleased with hand sanitizer placement and colorful, 
prominent visual cues such as signage and floor stickers for proper distancing.  There 
will be staggered lunches with no more than 45 well-distanced students in the cafeteria 
at any given time.  Though lunches are 30 minute periods, the only time students may 
unmask is while they eat. 
 

 



 
Dr. Kuo stressed that any cough, sore throat or congestion is a good reason for 
students to stay home.  He says, “We can’t  take that chance now as opposed to 3 
months ago.  Over the summer months, incidents were low, but as long as we keep 
layered protective measures in place, we won’t have to quarantine.”  He adds that local 
cases may get worse for the next month or so and then subside in mid fall. The District 
will test students and teachers at a rate of at least 30% per week in order to 
understand incidence and prevalence within our school community.  Children who test 
positive will remain in the Care Room until family picks them up, and the room will then 
be cleaned immediately.  School #61 is ready!  Great work Principal Barnes! 
 

 
 
Next, we visited Waterfront School #95 with Principal Terence Jenkins.  Dr. Kuo gave 
the same tip to Principal Jenkins as far as attendance goes, “Allergy? Cold? Stay home.”  
Dr. Williams stated that with a parent’s absence excuse, students can join class from 
home and not lose instruction time.  Dr. Kuo also told both principals today that it is 
okay to ask staff if they are vaccinated as a matter of planning and logistics. 
 

 
 



At Waterfront, a school of 900 plus students, lunch is held in the ample cafeteria and 
extends into the atrium, which was a big hit with students last school year.  Principal 
Jenkins and staff have also made good use of colorful visual cues, along with stickers 
for assigned seating in all classrooms.   
 

 
 
In visiting classrooms, Dr. Kuo made it clear that students should face in same 
direction, and that teachers should maintain a distance of 6 feet. Teachers have been 
given adequate PPE, and all of our schools are well stocked.  The school’s ventilation is 
a forced air system with Merv 11 filters that will be checked 3 times per week, with 
periodic air flow testing. 
 

  
 
Lastly, we visited the spacious, colorful Pre-K classroom of the fabulous Ms. Joanne 
Coyne.   Dr. Kuo was quite satisfied with her seating arrangements for students.  Ms. 
Coyne, whose students eat in the classroom, said there were no issues last year as her 
young charges were quite good about leaving their masks on.  
 



 
 
Principal Jenkins assured us that he is ready for and misses his students, with 
social/emotional supports in place through school teams and partners such as WNY 
United, Best Self, Say Yes, the Foster Grandparent Program, and Young Audiences too. 
Waterfront #95 is ready! 
 

 
 

I will give a similar report on Thursday afternoon after conducting walk-throughs of 
several high schools. 
 
Best, 
Dr. Kriner Cash 

 
 


